NICHOLAS HORNER
assaulted gave him what money he had about him, amount-
ing to about six guineas, and said to him : " Truly, sir, you
love money better than I do, to venture your neck for it."
" I only follow the general way of the world, sir," quoth
Horner, " which now prefers money before either friends
or honesty, yea, some before the salvation of their souls;
for it is the love of gold that makes an unjust judge take a
bribe; a corrupt lawyer plead a wrong cause in defiance of
truth and justice; a physician kill a man whom he pretends
to cure, without fear of hanging; a surgeon keep a patient
long in hand, by laying on one plaster to heal, and two to
draw his wound. 'Tis gold that makes the tradesman tell
every day a thousand lies behind the counter, in putting off
his bad wares; 'tis that makes the butcher blow his veal,
the tailor covet so much cabbage, the miller take toll twice,
the baker wear a wooden cravat, and the shoemaker stretch
his leather as he does his conscience. In short, 'tis that
makes gentlemen of the pad, as I am, wear a Tyburn tippet,
or old Storey's cap, on some country gallows, which all of
our noble profession value no more than you, sir, do the
losing of this small trifle of six guineas."
Next day Horner overtook, beyond Maidenhead Thicket,
a young man and a young woman who were going to be
married at Henley-upon-Thames, with a couple of bridesmen
and bridesmaids.
These he presently attacked, which put the young people
into the utmost consternation, especially the intended bride-
groom, who told Horner upon what design they were going,
and added that he would prevent their marriage, at least
that day, if he took their money from them. But he was
inexorable and deaf to all their entreaties, and immediately
stripped them of every farthing of their coin, to the value of
twenty guineas, to the no small mortification of the young
couple.
However the ill-natured rogue, not satisfied therewith,
demanded also the wedding-ring, for which the intended
bridegroom entreated him yet more earnestly than for his
money; but Horner being resolutely bent upon having it>
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